
Will in Scarlet by Matthew Cody 

Get ready for the story of Robin Hood like you’ve never seen it before! William Shakley is 

a 13-year-old boy on the run from men who want to kill him, and so when he’s caught by a band 

of thug-bandits in the woods, it only makes sense to introduce himself as Will Scarlet – the 

childhood nickname given to him by his uncle. After all, Will Shakley is a lord’s son, and it 

wouldn’t do to have bandits discover just how valuable Will really is. Especially if he ever hopes 

to get revenge on the man who killed his uncle and stole his family estate. 

Much is a young thief with an agile frame, nimble fingers, a penchant for knives, and a 

secret he’ll do anything to keep hidden. He tries to act tough because that’s what you must do 

when you live with bandits. Besides, compassion is considered a weakness around such rough-

and-tumble men, and weakness gets you killed. However, when the strange boy introducing 

himself as Will Scarlet is brought to camp, Much feels like he can’t just let the poor lad die. He’s 

sure Will is hiding something, but Much knows all about the importance of secrets, and 

everyone should at least get the chance to live. Rob is a drunken outcast living in a dirty smelly 

tent on the outskirts of the bandit camp. Everyone knows him as Rob the Drunk, and he lives up 

to it. But when Will is first sentenced to bunk with the strange smelly drunk man and then 

forced to work with him in a scheme for treasure, Will begins to suspect there’s more to the 

man than everyone thinks. For one thing, when Rob is not drinking, he seems to have an 

uncanny wisdom and sense of logic that makes Will wonder why on earth Rob hasn’t taken over 

leadership of the bandit camp in the first place. And on top of that, the hulking thief known as 

John Little says that Rob is actually a legend with a bow in hand. That is, if he’s sober enough 

that his hands don’t shake when he tries to draw the string. 

This book was pure fun, and I enjoyed getting to see what these characters may have 

been like before they became the notorious Merry Men. I also loved the fact that the story 

takes itself seriously, while still holding a grain of humor. Will’s character arc and growth from 

boy to man is handled in a graceful and natural way that doesn’t seem forced or rushed. We see 

him go from innocent boy trying to fit into what the grown-ups want him to be, to a boy being 

forced to grow up too fast while trying to wrestle with the changes and injustices of the world, 

and finally to a young man who finds his own moral compass to follow and vows to be better 

than even his father was. The writing flows well and is easy to follow and get lost in. Which is 

excellent, because while the book is extremely engaging, it's also easy enough to put down and 

walk away from if you need a break, and just as easy to come back to. 

If you're a fan of medieval fantasy or enjoy any of the stories of Robin Hood, I’d say this 

is a choice pick for your next read. It’d probably be a great book for fans of the Ranger’s 

Apprentice series. 


