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About 200 years of rapid developments in Europe in all areas of society from art, to science, to 

politics are hard to explain in fewer than 100 pages, but that’s exactly what the “Who Was” series 

manages to do. This instalment in the series is an accomplishment, not only because of its ability to 

explain the Renaissance’s historical importance, but also because it keeps the information interesting 

the whole way through. With sketches on every page and 16 pages of photos included, your child will 

easily work through this book. 

 I found myself recalling things mentioned years ago in high school history class; like how 

Renaissance political thought influenced the fates of King Henry the 8th wives in England, while 

Michelangelo’s statue of David and painting of the Sistine Chapel was revolutionizing Art and the 

Christian Church in Italy. The impact of the Renaissance cannot be understated, and though no singular 

book can capture every single aspect of it, What Was the Renaissance? presents a fantastic jumping off 

point for any history lover or student forced to do a project.  


