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We owe our lives to science and scientists, but we do not often think about them in terms of 

their day-to-day work with patients; painstaking, decades-long research, discovery of missing links which 

can lead to potential treatments of diseases, or on the ethical complexities of studying patients and their 

families. This book shines a light on these issues and the lives of families in the mountains of Columbia 

who have a unique genetic mutation causing a hereditary form of early-onset Alzheimer’s disease. 

Journalist Jennie Erin Smith spent 7 years in Columbia studying the work of Dr. Francisco Lopera and his 

associates, getting to know the families of those affected, and documenting the high hopes and crushing 

disappointments everyone experienced along the way.  

 


