
The Usual Desire to Kill by Camilla Barnes 

English playwright Camilla Barnes’ first novel is a fascinating look into an imperfect, complicated 

marriage. Miranda and her sister, Charlotte, make periodic visits to their aging parents’ farm in rural 

France. The book is structured as emails between the two sisters recounting their parents’ constant 

bickering and discussing what lies behind their imperfect marriage. At the end of one visit, Miranda 

reports the “usual desire to kill.” Intermixed with the emails are letters written by the mother in 1965 

when the parents were students at Oxford, which gives context to the beginning of their relationship. 

Throw in some farm animals (two llamas, eight ducks, five chickens, two cats), a freezer full of food 

dating back to 1983, and some very witty dialogue, and you have a memorable story.  

 


