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It is December of 1832 when John Durfee, a well-respected farmer and member of the 

community of Fall River, is making his rounds on his property in the early hours of the morning. He 

comes upon the body of Sarah Maria Cornell, hanging from a haystack pole.  

This is a true story that Kate Winkler Dawson investigated. Was Sarah murdered on the Durfee 

farm, or did she commit suicide? Kate’s coauthor, Catharine Williams, also investigated this case six 

months after it happened. She spoke to Sarah’s family, friends and coworkers, all who had nothing but 

good things to say about Sarah’s character. The suspect was Ephraim Avery, a Methodist minister who 

had nothing but bad things to say about Sarah, along with his fellow ministers and parishioners.  

Kate’s sources are court documents, testimonies of those that Catharine interviewed, along with 

her book ‘Fall River an Authentic Narrative’, which can be read today. As well as descendants of Sarah’s 

family and Ephraim’s. The evidence was lacking and circumstantial. Ephraim had no alibi for the evening 

Sarah died. Is he guilty, or not? Kate gives unbiased evidence, testimonies, and unbiased opinions from 

experts, allowing you to judge for yourself.  

This was a fantastic read. Even if you’re not a fan of true crime, you’ll want to give this a read. 

Kate did a wonderful job of presenting an unbiased opinion on this case. She interviewed the 

descendants of both parties, analyzed the possibility of Sarah committing suicide, and looked at the 

evidence presented at trial by both the government and the defense. You have a chance to look at the 

evidence that Kate gathered and form an opinion for yourself. This is a true ‘did he do it?’ case that 

you’ll have to figure out for yourself.  

 


