
The Queens of Crime by Marie Benedict 

Marie Benedict is a fantastic author of historical fiction and a new book from her is always highly 

anticipated. She knocks it out of the park again with this murderous delight. Set in 1930, the five 

greatest female crime writers of the Golden Age – Dorothy Sayers, Agatha Christie, Ngaio Marsh, 

Margery Allingham, and Baroness Emma Orczy – have formed a secret society with a mission to elevate 

their status in the male-dominated publishing world. How will they do it? By solving an actual murder. 

The mysterious death of a young English nurse captures their attention, and they set off to investigate. 

Although told through the voice of Dorothy Sayers, it is a refreshing ensemble detective team with all 

five women playing critical roles. Benedict’s legendary attention to historic detail helps bring these five 

Queens and the society in which they lived to life. 

 


