
The Jackal’s Mistress by Chris Bohjalian 

Virginia, 1864. Libby Steadman finds an injured Union officer left for dead in a neighbor’s house. 

With her husband away fighting in the Confederate Army or possibly rotting in a Union prison camp, 

Libby risks everything to save the man’s life. The story of Libby’s strength running a gristmill with her 

niece and former slaves, the soldier’s recovery, the disdain of Libby’s neighbors for her actions, and the 

shifting tides of the Civil War during its last full year are artfully told by a master storyteller. This is based 

on a true story which the author shares in a note at the end. 

 


