
The Iron Tomb (Pyramid Hunters #1) by Peter Vegas 

Thirteen-year-old Sam Force's annual summer visit to his Egyptologist uncle takes an 

unexpected turn when Uncle Jasper mysteriously disappears and is accused of theft. Instead of the 

boring museum visits he expected, Sam now finds himself on an exciting (and sometimes terrifying) 

adventure. Sure that his uncle is innocent, Sam sets out to find Uncle Jasper and prove to everyone that 

his uncle would NEVER stoop so low as thievery, but it’s not going to be easy. The people who framed 

Uncle Jasper may also be the ones who made him disappear, and Sam soon learns that there’s 

something else – something far more ancient, valuable, and certainly dangerous that EVERYONE seems 

to want to get their hands on. 

Forced to hide from the villains who are after his uncle, Sam seeks help from the only two 

people he’s pretty sure he can trust: Mary, a knowledgeable girl he meets on his flight to Egypt (along 

with her giant and silent bodyguard), and Hadi, an Egyptian Taxi Driver who saved him on his first day 

from the police. Soon, Sam is evading dangerous pursuers, decoding secret messages and puzzles, and 

navigating Cairo's chaotic streets in search of his missing uncle, along with the treasure Uncle Jasper – 

and it seems half of Cairo – is looking for. 

Author Peter Vegas masterfully blends historical facts (and speculations) with heart-pounding 

adventure in this middle-grade adventure thriller. Sam is a likeable character, sort of like a child version 

of Indiana Jones, with a quick mind and that sometimes surprises even him. The fast paced action and 

vivid descriptions immerse readers in a heart-pounding rescue-mission turned race that kept me turning 

pages long into the night, just waiting for the next plot-twist. One thing that I thought made this story 

special, though, was Sam's growth from extremely reluctant visitor to resourceful hero as he discovers 

his own courage and develops a newfound appreciation for the history he once dismissed. 

This book is a perfect fit for fans of Rick Riordan's Percy Jackson series and The 39 Clues.  It’s also 

the first book in a series, so while it delivers high levels of adventure, mystery, and a fascinating 

exploration of ancient Egyptian mythology and secrets, it also ends in a way sure to keep readers on the 

edge of their seats,  begging for more.  


