
The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna 

All Deka of Irfut wants is to live a normal, peaceful life in her home village. But when her blood 

runs gold instead of red, she is marked as a demon and subjected to the tortuous Death Mandate. 

Rescued and recruited to fight against the monsters terrorizing her country, she joins an army of girls 

like her to train. But what happens when she realizes these monsters aren’t mindless, in fact, it feels like 

she can understand them? 

At its core, this is a story of young people discovering their power to make a better world, both 

as individuals and as allies. Deka and the other “demon” girls learn how to use the special gifts they 

were born with and dismantle the harmful ideologies that taught them they are outcasts. Their blood 

brothers, young men sworn to help them defeat the monsters, learn how to form equal partnerships 

and rely on women. Something they were told was impossible. 

Namina Forna’s debut novel dives readers deep into a fast-paced, movie-like adventure in a 

vivid fantasy world unlike any I have read. Forna skillfully crafts a story that exists somewhere between 

campfire legends and deeply patriarchal societies that are far too real. With fantastical creatures, 

complicated moral questions, a touch of romance, and a twist that will leave readers’ jaws dropped 

open, The Gilded Ones is a show-stopping piece of Young Adult storytelling. I can’t wait to get my hands 

on its sequel. 


