
First Day of Unicorn School by Jess Hernandez, illustrated by Mariano Epelbaum 

Millie is so excited to get her acceptance letter to Unicorn School! She has been dreaming of this day her 

whole life! She’s so ready! The only problem is, she’s not actually a unicorn. She’s a donkey. But she has 

a party hat! So she kind of looks like a unicorn! The photos she submitted with her application may have 

been a little misleading.  

Millie’s excitement turns to trepidation when she starts thinking about the other students at the school. 

Will she fit in? Will they know she doesn’t really belong? What she doesn’t know is that these are the 

same hesitations we all have when starting something new. If it’s your first day in a new school or even a 

new grade at your current school, or adults starting a new job, it’s normal and totally okay to be 

nervous! It may take a little while to figure out where you fit in.  

It’s a really engaging book. One that is definitely relevant right now, with schools starting back this 

month. The illustrations are so cute, with a nice bright color palette. The illustrator draws the characters 

in a very silly style, which is perfect for the subject matter of the book.  

The eBook offered through the Libby app is a read-along, so you can read it like any other book. Or you 

can press the play button and let the app take care of narration, highlighting each word as it is read, and 

flipping the pages. It’s a neat feature that’s definitely helpful for little ones learning to read. 
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