
Fear Street: The Beginning by R.L. Stine 

Comprised of the first four books (The New Girl, The Surprise Party, The Overnight, and Missing) 

in the popular teen horror Fear Street series, this hefty tome brought back a wave of nostalgia for me. I 

have very clear memories of scouring the shelves at Waldenbooks (R.I.P.) in the mall to see if they had 

the newest releases in the series. It’s been long enough that I didn’t really remember all of the details, 

so to go back and read these after a few decades was good fun.  

The New Girl is a great introduction to Shadyside, the fictional town that deals with more than 

its fair share of nightmares and tragedy over the course of 100+ books in the mainline and spin-off series 

(not counting the Ghosts of Fear Street series for middle-grade readers). Cory finds himself obsessed 

with Anna, a new girl who has recently moved to town. When she seems to disappear, he is compelled 

to visit her house on Fear Street despite lots of warnings not to. And he might not get out alive. 

The Surprise Party introduces more Shadyside High students and begins with a flashback to 

events that seemingly take place before The New Girl. Evan died mysteriously in the Fear Street woods a 

year ago, and immediately afterward his girlfriend Ellen moved away. But Ellen’s coming back for a visit 

and her best friend Meg thinks that means it’s time to throw her a surprise party. However, someone 

really doesn’t want this party to happen and is on a mission to scare Meg out of the idea. Meg is super 

stubborn, so the party happens, but it’s not exactly the fun time she had planned. 

The Overnight features the Shadyside High Outdoors Club and their overnight field trip to Fear 

Island. The six students in the club (Della, Maia, Gary, Suki, Pete, and Ricky) have been looking forward 

to the overnight camp out, but their advisor Mr. Abner has to leave town suddenly and postpones the 

trip since he won’t be available to chaperone. Except the teens decide to go anyway. (Because of course 

they do.) And bad things happen. (Obviously.) The secret that they all have to keep has the potential for 

serious repercussions for all of them, especially Della. But someone else knows what happened on Fear 

Island and the danger follows them home.  

Missing centers around teens Cara and Mark. Their family only recently moved to Shadyside. To 

a house on Fear Street, no less. Things seem to be going well until one night their parents don’t come 

home. Which isn’t that unusual, they often work late. But they always call to let their kids know. The 

next morning, still no word and no parents. Lots of things start going wrong, and other things just aren’t 

adding up. Cara and Mark need to rely on each other to figure out what is going on and who they can 

trust. 

All four books have some good cliffhangers and twists that keep you reading. I was worried that 

these would be full of dated references that would make them less appealing to current readers, but 

other than the fact that there’s no mention of cellphones or internet, there are really only a few small 

mentions that place the books in the time period. Stine did a great job at making the books feel pretty 

timeless. Since I originally read these as a teen in the ‘90s, it’s definitely a different experience reading 

them as an adult, no longer in the thick of the teen drama. I will say that these aren’t quite as spooky or 

suspenseful as I remember, but they’re easy, quick reads that are still entertaining. And reading them 

now was a great refresher before the Illinois Libraries Present program with R.L. Stine later this month! 
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