
Drowning: The Rescue of Flight 1421 by T.J. Newman 

First off, don’t read this book if you are planning to fly within a few weeks. Or even a few 

months. This is a vivid book, and it does not inspire confidence in the plane you will be flying – or any 

plane, for that matter. But this IS a terrifically mesmerizing account of an air disaster (fictional – and I 

hope it stays that way!) and the hour-by-hour rescue that ensues. The plane is forced to ditch (land in 

water) near Hawaii, but incredibly, when the fuselage starts to sink, 12 passengers remain inside. 

This is the type of book that I can’t put down, even when it’s getting way too late and I need to 

be in bed. A patron told me I would find it exciting to read, and that was a true understatement. Each of 

the characters, both inside and outside the doomed aircraft, was quite believable. What would I do, in 

their shoes? I hope reading this book is the closest I ever come to finding out! Definitely a five-star read! 


