
Death at Morning House by Maureen Johnson 

If you enjoyed Johnson’s Stevie Bell series, you will love this new book! Johnson sets aside Stevie Bell for 

a new teen protagonist – Marlowe Wexler. Set in New York, Marlowe is a teen staying busy with a 

summer job and getting to know potential girlfriend Akilah. However, while on a date, she accidentally 

burns down a house. Not a great start to the summer. Salvation comes in the form of a live-in tour guide 

job offer in upstate New York at Morning House on Ralston Island. 

Marlowe arrives at Morning House and quickly learns from her fellow teen co-workers that she is 

replacing a friend of theirs who drowned several months earlier. If that didn’t make things awkward 

enough, something else seems to have caused a rift between the friends. Throw in a creepy house with 

a tragic history and rumors of a lost treasure, and Marlowe is wondering what she got herself into. 

A good read. I found it to be a bit slow at first, but towards the middle it grabbed my attention to the 

point where I didn’t want to put it down. 

 

 

 


